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ARMADALE–KELMSCOTT MEMORIAL HOSPITAL — ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY 

79. Hon SAMANTHA ROWE to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Health: 
I refer to orthopaedic surgery at Armadale hospital. 

(1) Can the Minister for Health confirm that Dr Pisano was the only orthopaedic surgeon at Armadale; and 
when did he cease performing surgery there? 

(2) Are there any other public hospitals where Dr Pisano operated and has he ceased operating there also? 

(3) How many public patients on the elective surgery waitlist whose surgery was assigned to Dr Pisano 
have been affected? 

(4) Why has the department not backfilled the position and when will a new orthopaedic surgeon be 
appointed to Armadale? 

(5) Have the patients assigned to Dr Pisano been transferred to waiting lists at other hospitals? 

Hon ALYSSA HAYDEN replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of her question. 

(1) Dr Pisano was one of seven orthopaedic surgeons who attended the hospital as visiting medical 
practitioners. The remaining six orthopaedic surgeons are in active practice at the hospital. Dr Pisano’s 
contract and medical services agreement with the hospital ended on 7 January 2014. 

(2) Yes. Dr Pisano worked at Fremantle Hospital from 28 January 2003 to 31 July 2004. 
(3) There were 120 patients. 
(4) The other visiting medical practitioner orthopaedic surgeons at Armadale–Kelmscott Memorial 

Hospital had the capacity to take on the care of Dr Pisano’s remaining patients. A full-time orthopaedic 
surgeon will start at the hospital in August 2014. 

(5) Of the 120 patients, five have declined their surgery, 33 have been referred to the Peel Health Campus 
as they live in Mandurah, and the remaining patients have been allocated to the waiting lists of the other 
six orthopaedic surgeons servicing the hospital. It is expected that most patients will receive their 
surgery within the clinically recommended time for their particular clinical need. 
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